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1. General. The Iraqi coup has been accepted with popular
enthusiasm throughout the Arab states of the Near East, in-
cluding even the people of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. The
comparatively calm situation attending US intervention in
Liebanon cannot be expected to continus.

2. Lebanon. Tension between local and US forces is likely
to increase. QGeneral Shehab is clearly not in favor of the
intexvention; he is not working actively with US foxrces, nor as
yet actively against them, He is unli__"k_gl__y to take the Presidency 7
under 15 occupation. Acts of hostility against US forces are
likely to increase if they move out of the Beirut area or move
against the Moslem stronghold in the Basta.

3. Jordan. The British paratroopers can maintain order
in the places whers they are stationed. We expect disturbances
in Amman, however, and on the West Bank. It is possible
that the overflight of Israel by British troops, with Israeli

consent, will be effectively used in Arab propaganda to link
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Israel with the ‘We stern intervention and consolidate Arab
o pposition to it.

4. Egypt. Nasser is likely to hope that widespread military
< onflict in the area can be avpidod so that he can concentrate his
energies and attention vpon the consolidation of the rebel regime
in Iraq and its affiliation with the UAR. Meanwhile, he will not
forego opportunities to harrass US and UK troope and to exploit
their presencs in the area for propaganda purposes. His propa-
g anda is likely to describe the US as the chief epemy of Aradb
nationalism.

5. Kuwait. The situation in Kuwait is very shaky. We do
not believe that Nasser will wish to see an overturn of the

g overnment there now, but believe there ig a!stxong possibility

——e—

that the infection will spread spontaneously from Iraq. The ruler
is unlikely to take the initiative tut will accept accommodation
with Nassez {f the onrush of Arab nationalist success continues.

6. Saudi Avabia. Crown Prince Feisal, unlike King Saud,

appears ushappy over American intervention in l.¢cbanon., He

has probably been impressed by evidences of the strength of the
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Pan-Aradb nationalist mwmétat and the extent of &;ayprmﬂ
within Saudi Arvabia of the Iragi coup, and is likely to be disposed
to sesk accenmymodation with Nassar if a pro-Nasser ragime con-
s olidates its pesitien in Iraq.
7. Iran. Ths evants inIrag hsﬂgimhzb!y greatly locreased
the instability of the monaxchy in Iran. Althangh not ander Nasser's
infinence, the lranmias oppositien raay be stimulated to revolt against
the Shuk's regime which it helieves 1o be authoriatarian and corrupt.
8. Turkey. Wa do not thisk that Turkey can be countsd on not
to move against Syria er lrag without previous US guarantees. The
‘“Turks might do so in the confidence that the US would become in-
volvad autematically. We considar that the possibls Turkisk mili-
tary movernent constitutes the graatast immedinte danger of war in
the whole timﬂnﬁ, due to the likelikood of Seviet counter-action to

Turkish moves.
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15. USSER. We still think the USSR will avold grave risks
of gonsral wﬁx. Bovist statements to date fall considarably
short of thoso lssusd during the Suss and Syvlan criscs and
follow the 3tandard Sovict formula of vague threats but no
comnitmants. As the situation furthar develops, the Soviets
wight taks a declaration of protection for their friends Syria
aad izaq, warning the Wostarn powers off these countrios, Cone
c civably, it might make a gostore by sending airc raft to Syria,
upon appeil from the Byrisn goverarnent, thoough we thiok this
anlkely. If Turkey marched upon lrag or Syria, wo believe
the possibility of Soviat invasion of Turkey conld not be zuled
ouk, and the tempo of throatening statemonts and movas woald cer-
tainly be steppod up. DBut we continue to regard direct and overt
Soviot intervention, of a nature which would creste a direct
Soviet~US clash, as unlikely.
FOR THE BOARD OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES:

ABBOT . S8MITH
Acting Chalrman
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